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Sir: 

The instant application is a continuation application of reissue application Serial No. 
09/283,843, filed March 31, 1999, which is, in turn, a reissue application of U.S. Patent 
No. 5,615,855, issued April 1, 1997, which is, in turn, a Continuation-in-Part of the USA 
application Serial No. 08/072,817, filed June 7, 1993, now U.S. Patent No. 5,593,129, 
issued January 14, 1997, which is a national-stage application derived from PCT 
international application PCT/US92/08721, filed October 6, 1992. The relationships of 
these applications are set forth in the introductory sentence of page 1 of the specification. 
A chain of codependency exists, such that the effective filing date of the instant application 
is October 6, 1992. 
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